
CEMETERY RULES AND REGULATIONS for ASHBY DE LA ZOUCH CEMETERY,

MOIRA ROAD, ASHBY DE LA ZOUCH.
Tranquility and Appearance of Cemetery

The Town Council endeavours to ensure that the cemetery is managed as an area of tranquility for remembrance of the people whose remains have been placed here.  We seek to have a generally harmonious appearance for the whole cemetery and to avoid the placing on graves of unusual or inappropriate items that appear out of keeping with the overall state of the cemetery.  
Three months after a burial the Town Council particularly wishes not to have ephemeral objects (such as toys of any description and plastic items) on graves because of the probability of their decaying or being dislodged, and so spoiling the character of the cemetery.  Accordingly permission should be sought before anything other than the usual memorials, natural flowers or pot plants are put on graves.  In the interests of the general community, the Town Council has to reserve the right to refuse permission, or to remove to a store, anything placed without written permission.

Opening times.

The cemetery is open daily. The car park gates are open from 9.00am to 4.00pm from November to March and from 9.00am to 7.00pm April to October. 

The cemetery car park is for the use of visitors to the cemetery only. Unauthorised parking may be subject to wheel-clamping. All persons visiting the cemetery should act in a responsible manner whilst in the grounds. 
Dogs (other than recognised assistance dogs) are not permitted within the cemetery grounds. Visitors are requested to keep to the designated paths. Please close all gates behind you. Children should be supervised at all times. 
Any vandalism, littering or failure to adhere to these rules should, in the first instance, be reported to the Town Clerk. Any person who shall do any willful damage in the cemetery or commit any brawling or nuisance therein shall be liable to a penalty in accordance with article 19 of the Local Authorities Cemeteries Order 1977.
Fees and charges.
All fees (see separate schedule available from the Town Council office or on the web-site: www.ashbytowncouncil.org.uk) are to be paid in advance to the Town Clerk at the Town Council Office, Legion House, South Street, Ashby de la Zouch, Leicestershire LE65 1BQ. 
Fees will be reviewed annually by the Town Council.
Death Certificate.

A Registrar’s Certificate or Coroner’s Order for Burial must be delivered to the Town Clerk prior to the date of the burial or, in exceptional circumstances, at the time of interment. 
Purchase of the Exclusive Right to Bury.
You may purchase the exclusive right to be buried in Ashby Cemetery.  However, it is not normally possible to reserve a plot specifically by its number, as a logical progression of plot use is needed to run the burial ground efficiently. 

Burial plots are solely for the use of people who at the date of death were ordinarily resident in the Parish of Ashby de la Zouch.  However, if the deceased has recently moved away through illness or for nursing home care, they may (at the discretion of the Town Clerk) be buried in the Cemetery.
The exclusive right to bury is purchased for a period of 100 years.  It may not be sold on or used for any other person, other than by members of the holder’s immediate family (e.g. parent, spouse/partner, brother, sister or child).

All burial plots measure 9ft by 4ft.
Wooden Crosses and Ephemera.
The installation of wooden crosses is only allowed as a temporary measure, prior to the installation of a permanent natural stone memorial. This is normally after around 12 months to allow the grave to settle. 
At the end of three months, the Council reserves the right to remove all ephemera and insubstantial objects to a safe place as they may affect the appearance of the cemetery and cause serious problems for its maintenance.

Floral tributes.

All funeral wreaths and flowers will be left on a new grave for a period not less than four weeks. After the four week period has elapsed, the wreaths and flowers will be removed if this has not already been done by the family of the deceased.

Wreaths placed at Christmas will be removed by the Sexton by St. Valentine’s Day. Other wreaths will be removed after one month.

Stone Memorials.
All memorials erected in the cemetery must be made from natural quarried stone, in keeping with the surroundings and the design approved by the Town Council prior to erection.  
No memorial shall exceed 36 inches (90cms) wide and the maximum allowable height is 36 inches (90cms) from the turf and 12 inches deep (30.5cms). For cremation caskets, and children's graves, these dimensions have to be reduced to a maximum of 30 inches (75cm). 
Those wishing to erect a memorial should apply to the Town Council with a detailed design (including a photograph and the appropriate fee), prior to commissioning.  Vases and tablets are allowed subject to the necessary approval.

Planting of Plants, Shrubs and Trees.
Full length planting of a grave is not permitted, nor is the planting of trees and shrubs within the cemetery except in designated areas and prior permission of the Town Council.

Burial areas, maintained and managed by the Town Council, are laid out as lawned sections for ease of maintenance. Consequently fences, kerbs and grave surrounds and planting into the plot are not permitted.

Turfing.
All new graves will be turfed at the Town Council's expense after settlement of the grave surface and as and when weather conditions are conducive to planting.  In some cases, this may take several months.

Fencing, Kerbs and Surrounds.
The installation of new surrounds in any material is not permitted on graves or cremation plots.  Any such installation may be removed by the Town Council without prior notice, as may any material not described in these regulations, as detracting from the general appearance of the cemetery.

Interment of Cremated Remains into a Grave Plot.

A maximum of two cremated remains caskets can be interred in a plot which already contains a coffin. A maximum of four cremated remains caskets may be interred in a plot without a coffin. There is a charge each time for opening the grave, to cover administration and subsequent ground maintenance to the plot.
Locations for Scattering of Cremated Remains.
This may only take place on areas designated by the Town Council.
Number of Cremated Remains Caskets Allowed in Cremated Remains Plot.  
Each cremated remains plot, which measures 3ft x 18ins, contains sufficient space for two caskets, although some caskets may need the handles removed as the internal size of each liner is a maximum of 9 ins x 11 ins.
Purchase of trees, shrubs and benches.  
Trees, shrubs (including native species and flowering trees) and benches may be purchased in commemoration of a deceased person.  The permission of the Town Council must be sought before any purchase takes place. The location and number of these items may need to be limited as certain areas of the cemetery could become overcrowded.
Health and Safety.

The Council does not provide a grave digging service (other than for cremated remains plots and in exceptional circumstances). The funeral service company is responsible for instructing and paying the grave digger and for ensuring that risk assessments and the necessary health and safety procedures are followed. 
Note to Funeral Services companies: The Town Clerk must be contacted before undertaking any commercial activity within the cemetery. This would include, for example, the placing of flowers in the grounds of the cemetery to enable mourners to view their tributes in the days following the funeral.  

Memorial safety. 
Responsibility for ensuring that any memorial, headstone, vase or container or other item of tribute erected on a grave in the cemetery is maintained in a safe condition lies with the deceased person’s next of kin. However, the Council has an overriding duty to take, as far as reasonably practicable, measures to prevent injury or death from unstable memorials. If a headstone is found to be unsafe and dangerous it will be made safe by the Parish Council. The grave owner will then be contacted to ascertain if they would like the headstone re-fixed, if that is possible. The grave owner will be responsible for any charges in connection with having the memorial made good. 
The Council recommends that all memorials should be insured against theft, loss or damage. Most monumental masons can arrange for insurance cover.

All memorials are to be installed in compliance with the National Association of Memorial Masons (NAMM) Code of Working Practice and to performance specification BS 8415: 2005.
Conditions of sale of the exclusive right to bury.

The purchaser of the exclusive right to bury in any plot must keep the plot tidy to contribute to the overall appearance of the cemetery and to make it a pleasant place to visit. The purchaser is expected to observe the requirements set out in this document. If it appears that they are not being adhered to the Council will raise the matter with the purchaser so that it can be resolved amicably. 
The Council reserves the right to take appropriate action if agreement cannot be reached and the infringement continues. 
I have read and understood the rules and regulations set out in this document and I agree to comply with them.
Signature:   ……………………………………………………………..Date:  ………………………………
Town Clerk’s Signature:  ……………………………………………..Date:  ………………………………
This document must be signed by the Town Clerk, otherwise it is not a valid document.
Adopted by the Town Council at its meeting on Monday 4th July 2011.

Reviewed and re-adopted by the Town Council at its meeting on Monday 17th September 2018, 16th September 2019, 28th September 2020.
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