Christmas is coming…
It has been a great year of local events with mostly favourable weather and many people enjoying the entertainment.  During 2014 we Ashby hosted the Food and Drink Festival, Arts Festival, Circus, Fake Festival, Jim’s Tractor Run, Statutes and just recently Fashion and Beauty Week. Thank you to all the residents who supported these community events so well and helped to keep Ashby a vibrant and active market town.
The final event of the year will soon be here!  Saturday 29th November is the date to put in your diaries for Ashby’s Christmas Fair which will run from 10am to 4pm.  Market Street will be closed to traffic from Brook Street down to Derby Road. In this area of will be the main stage hosted by Radar Events, a Christmas Food and Drink market from Food Gusto, children’s rides and Ashby Rotary Club’s Santa sleigh.  Entertainment on the main stage includes performances by Concordia choir and Jaks Academy and will be rounded off with carol singing and a snowflake finale by the Christmas tree.  The fun isn’t just confined to Market Street so do explore the other events around town too.  The Craft Fair takes place at Legion House in South Street - perfect for picking up some really individual Christmas gifts.  Ashby Baptist Church will be busy all day – they are hosting a Coffee Morning and lunches followed at 6.30pm by the Nativity Play ‘Star of Wonder’ performed on the steps of the church in Brook Street.  Also joining in with seasonal activities during the day is Ashby Christadelphian Church in Union Passage. 

Helping to keep the town looking festive Ashby Town Council will again be arranging Christmas trees and lights, free of charge, to businesses in the town centre and also holding the Best Dressed Window Competition - this year’s theme is ‘Twelve Days of Christmas’.  The Mayor, Councillor Andrew Badger, will judge the competition during the day of Ashby’s Christmas Fair with winners being announced from the stage during the afternoon.

The Town Council do hope that residents will come out and support this traditional event in town and continue to shop locally in the run up to Christmas.  North West Leics District Council have arranged free car parking in their car parks on North Street and South Street every Saturday from 22nd November through to 20th December  and we are hoping to also offer additional parking at other locations.

Nominations are now being invited for the 2014 Civic Award.  If you would like to nominate an individual who has made an outstanding contribution of Service to the Community in 2014 please send your nomination, with details in support, to Mr J Fargher, Clerk to the Town Council at the address below.  
Remembrance Sunday is 9th November.  The parade assembles at the Royal Hotel for 9am before making their way to St Helens for the Remembrance Service and on to the War Memorial for 11am.  There will also be an act of Remembrance at the War Memorial on Tuesday 11th at 11am.  The Royal British Legion is holding a Remembrance Concert at Holy Trinity church on 7th November at 7.30pm. We are also pleased to announce that the town is to be granted one of the governments Commemorative Victoria Cross Paving Stones for Lt Col Philip Bent who was educated at Ashby Grammar School and received a Victoria Cross for his bravery during World War 1.  The paving stone will be sited near the War Memorial in Brook Street.  The new Blackfordby War Memorial will be unveiled on Monday 27th October when local school children will be placing crosses bearing the names around the Memorial of those that were lost from the district. 

Still ongoing is work on the Neighbourhood plan.  Thanks to those who have been involved in our groups.  There have been over 20 meetings looking at areas including transport, access and town centre vitality.  Further stake holder events to keep people involved and updated will be held as drafts emerge.

The new town website at ashbytowncouncil.org.uk is still developing so do keep logging in to see what is new.
Dates for Town Council meetings are published on the Community Board pages of Ashby Life each month.  The public are welcome to attend and there is always a slot for public questions.  

Find out more about your Town Council by visiting the offices at South Street, Ashby de la Zouch, calling 01530 416961 or via the website at:

www.ashbytowncouncil.org.uk

 
